
PARISH SURVEY:
YOUR FEEDBACK !

St. Mary’s, Bellaghy

St. Joseph's, Ballyscullion  



PARISH MISSION 

STATEMENT:

“We as a parish are called to be a 
community, which strives to show 
the visible face of the invisible 
father. Where everyone feels 
sought after, cared for and 
experiences the compassion of a 
loving and merciful God.”
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� So  you could have YOUR say - To 

understand and communicate the views, 

needs and aspirations of parishioners. 

� Outreach - to both active and inactive 

members of our church/parish. An 

opportunity to provide everyone with a voice 

to help shape our parish for the future. 

� To provide the opportunity for individuals to 

increase their involvement in the parish 

through volunteering.

� Engage with parish to develop a (pastoral) 

plan based on your feedback to be actioned 

over the next 5 year period

OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY 
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Thank you to everyone who provided feedback.  
Your feedback and support is greatly 

appreciated



The Results ….
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1. YOUR FAITH
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82%

1%

17%

Do you find your faith helps you in 
difficult times?

A lot

Not at all

Sometimes



YOUR FAITH

61%

38%

1%

Does your faith influence your everyday 

life?

A lot

Sometimes

Not at all



YOUR FAITH
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Would you like help in exploring 
and sharing your faith?  



2. YOU AND YOUR CHURCH
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41%

18%

9%

32%

What Mass do you normally attend at 
the weekend?

Saturday Vigil Mass - 6:30pm

Sunday Mass - 8:30am

Sunday Mass - 9:30am

Sunday Mass - 11:00am



YOU AND YOUR CHURCH

8%

84%

8%

Which Church do you regularly 
attend?

St. Joseph's

St. Mary's

Other

60%
30%

10%

Reason for attending specified 
church regularly:

Location

Time

Ambience



- 65No. priests in active ministry 
covering 51No. Parishes

- Priests 70yrs+ 14no due to retire 
in next 5 years.

YOU AND YOUR CHURCH 
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85% of parishioners 

have thought about a shortage 
of priests in the future and how 
it might affect the provision of 

masses 
in our parish !



YOU AND YOUR CHURCH
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45

84

46

62

22

94

SATURDAY 
VIGIL MASS 

- 6PM

SATURDAY 
VIGIL MASS 

- 6:30PM

SATURDAY 
VIGIL MASS 

- 7:00PM

SUNDAY 
MASS -

10:00AM

SUNDAY 
MASS -

10:30AM

SUNDAY 
MASS -

11:00AM

If mass times were to change for St Mary’s –
what time would you prefer ? 



YOU AND YOUR CHURCH

10%

10%

4%

11%

27%

10%

10%

11%

7%

How could your prayer life be 
enhanced?    

Additional periods of Eucharistic
Adoration

Better reading material available
in bookstall

Taize Prayer Group(Prayer
around the cross)

Advent/Lenten devotions

Parish
Mission/retreat/piligramage

Guided Mediation

Rosary Group

Devotions/Prayer

Prayer/Faith Groups



3. TIME FOR OTHERS
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Only 5% of respondents are 

willing to Volunteer to help in 
outreach programmes such as 

St Vincent de Paul !



TIME FOR OTHERS
15

7%
8%

1%

12%

14%

15%

15%

9%

3%

16%

What do you feel we should prioritise 
in the parish as we try to help and 

support others?    

Home visitation

Support to family life

Preparation for marriage

Focusing on older people

Bereavement Support

Support positive mental
health
Young People

Special Needs

Social Issues (eg
Trócaire/aid agencies)
Addictions



4. PARISH LIFE AND YOU
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49% of parishioners 

have thought about Parishes 
without Priests in relation to 

their role in the Parish !
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PARISH LIFE AND YOU - VOLUNTEERING

A massive Thank You to the 60 No. Parishioners who 

have provided contact details and are willing to 
Volunteer their time to help in the smooth running of 

our Parish.

To our existing Volunteers we value your continued 
support and efforts !
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Choir

Readers
The Crib

Liturgy

Eucharistic 
Minister

Baptism 
Group

Child 
Protection

In Memory 
Programme

Youth 
Group

Church 

Collectors

Altar 
Society

Finance 
Committee

Distributing 
Envelopes

St Vincent 
de Paul

GAA

Hospitality

Hospitality 
for Funerals

Legion of 
Mary 

St Josephs 

Young Priest 

Society

Pioneers
Sick & 

Housebound

Prayer 
Group

School 
Governors

Children’s 
Liturgy

First 
Friday 

Adoration

Money 
Counters

Church 
Cleaning

Car 
Parking / 

Graveyard

Building 

Committee

STILL TIME TO VOLUNTEER !!! - GIVE YOUR DETAILS 

TO THE PARISH OFFICE (028 79 386259)



CONCLUSION
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Based on this consultation there have been four key areas of 
activity that have been identified as areas for particular 
pastoral development:

1. Exploring your faith: The Mass; Family Prayer; Handing on The 

Faith; Prayer & Reflection

2. Enhancing prayer life: Parish Mission / Retreat / Pilgrimage; 
Advent & Lenten Devotions; Additional material in Bookstalls & 
Guided Meditation.

3. Prioritisation of support from the Parish: Addictions; Young People; 
Mental Health and Bereavement

4. To further grow our Volunteer network and parishioner participation 
in our parish



ROADMAP: PARISH PASTORAL PLAN BASED ON YOUR FEEDBACK: 
2017-2022



CONTACT US AT:

RIGHT REV MONSIGNOR ANDREW DOLAN PP VG

PHONE: 028 79 386259

EMAIL: FRDOLAN@BELLAGHYPARISH.COM

SALLY-ANN DIAMOND (PARISH OFFICE)

PHONE: 028 79 386259

EMAIL: SALLYANN@BELLAGHYPARISH.COM
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http://www.bellaghyparish.com/


